
Oppose TADA
Protest Against All Black Laws

rn I 935 lhe Terorist and Disruplile Acliviries (Pevention) Act, [TADA) vas iilrodued '' in
one state and two union leritoies, for a penod ollwo yeam. It gove extraodinary powers lo the Slat€
to cu tu lenrrh.r To day, a dead e later, TADA renains. lt covers 2 I our oflh e 25 st ates, and a$eds
9 5 percenl of the peode orour country Lav s like T ADA deny lll normal legal rights to ibe accu sed,
and eive rncnecked powers ro lhose enforcing rhe law. Most ofthe alrention on l ADA h6 ccnlred
alound misuse'oflne Ac| Bu. civil libenies and democraric righa groups have argued from rhe
besinnins drat dE law nserisanlidemocralic

The Act deEn6 leroftl .nd dhruptive aclivilies so vaguely lhai il allows thc Government to
arest just abour anybody a a tercrist Evei d'e nee po$e$ioi of a weapon e'fitles a minimum
punishmenl offiveyaB Anons drose arcsted under the Act aE -. slriking workers .l Ahmed abad and Aurangabad,
. famers prcte$ine aeainst an cl@tricity picc hikc
. students saglng a demonstration againsl d1e approval given to the Dunksl dmft
. lcadeB aDd thousands oaordinarynembe*ofFeasant organizadons i. Andhra
r joui,ralists who darcd lo oppose lhe Govemnent in A$am, a.d
i innoccnr m€mbss orninodly cotonu.ilies in stat6 such as Gujant and Mahar.shtra
so any political adnity now becomes tercrhm. And the stale can.nBh all dhsnt under this Act

I4ore seriously, TADA deniesrhe accused a.y accessto the due process of law.
t Once aifested, an accused cdn be produced before an Execurive Magislraro, who could be lhe local

tehsildar or even a policeofiiccr
t whedE police produces any aidencc or noi, the accused is pui injail for a minimum period ol

six monlhs, extendable upto a rear, sihce charge sheets.ed not be filed upto a year
t C.nlcssions erlracted by the police lron thc accuscd or lhe co-accusd Gven lhrough bating and' thrcah)areadmhsibleaselidenceagainstfie accused.
tTrial,ryhichindrenomalcoursewoulds.nnoierhantwoyesrsatlerarest,hnolopenropubtic

h is held is a specillly Desie,ated Coun which my be dousands ofkilomelres away Ard rhe
idcnrilyolthoseteeiEingagainstlheaccusednccdnotbedisclosedtorheaccuscd.

,Underallnormallar$lheaccusedhasumedinnocentundlguiltisproved.ButinTADAlhismay
bereversed-policenecd.otprovetecharge,whiletheaccusedh.sroprovehis/he.innocence

,Eom arest till the finalcomplciion olthc c$e, no matter ho, ouch delay occu6, thc accused
retorinsiDjail Forbailisdeniedasaruleltcinbegrantedonlyifihejudgehconvincedfiatthe
a.cused is innooent ind willnorcomil a,r, c.ime in turure

t Appcals agai.st D esignated Coun deckions c annot go lo rte Eigh Coun but only t o rhe Sup rcme
Coun. Both ihe sreaier dislance and lhe hlrher cosls put ihe apcx couri beyoid the reach ofhosr

Prolisionssudhastlresen,aketheinvestiAarionlcssrhorough,they'nakcthcpolicemorecasuat
about rvhat ,r go!€rn ment describesas teiio'is'n, and lhey mate TADA tundanenlatty usd€mo-
cralic Indoilgsojuslicebccooresalufrherc'yandvh is violatcd are lhe righ lo lire and libcrtv.
righ I 1o ft edom ofexprcssio., and right io eqn al pmt€ctio n b efo re tle law, all ofwhich a.e eulrameed

TillJunc hstyeflr oler?6,000 pcoplehad bccn arested underTADA Cascs had 6een serled
forbarely 37.000 ollhe d(esred while 341peoplewere co.vicred, over36,000 were either found



innocentbyrhe counsand acquiued. orrhecharges r€hed by thc police were found 10 be bascless,
or else policethehselvesdid not filelhccharg.sh@t In any casethe ar€srcd people vere torc€d to
undergoaloftnilhltoamonrhinpolicecustodyandan}1hingbctx,een6monthsto5yeasinjail Ard
lor no lauh otrheirs Todaylherear€over3S,000peopleundergoingsimilardetebtioqsolelybecause

hthe past fd nonths ihere has been a hue and cry Eom polilical pa,lieson themisrse ofihe
Acl These ar€ tie sane panies which have mnveniendy used TADAagainsrall politicalopposilion
wheEver they arc in power ThencallrorrDealingtheActisacynicalploytosetmileageoutofthe
srowinspopularopposnionron SoevenialADAisrcpcalen,nisqunepossibl€lhalitwillbereplaced
by anotherqlmordinarylawunderadiferenl.ame 'l he fishl asain{ TADAwillhave b@n in vain
ifn h lollowed by anotherequally undemo$atic law

Joir ciril libcrties and demoratic riglrts groups
in a convcntion and rally to drmand unconditioDal repeal ofTADA,

and to oppose any black law replacins it
Arlend ron\cnlion Asiin.r I {D \ I Join Rall}.,

Dare lr \'ia\ 'nor Saru-da) | Dare I I vay l9or
vrL. )< --.7e,l.ar Road vrr.Po'.. | (raair.s f-orn \,ld iHoi.. <)0rr.
Time l0o0zm to500pm

Repeal TADA !

Withdraw all TADA cases!
No more black lar.vs !

Democratic Rights Campaign Against TADA

People's Union for Democratic Rights, Delhi (PUDR)

C ansti h rcn t O ryd, iso t ions :
All India Fedenlion ofo4disario.s for Denrocratic Rlghh. AIFOIDR
Andbn Padesi CiMl Libenis Conmntee, AICLC
Armd Civil Rishs Aso.ia'.@ ACRA. Asmsol. Weq Ben5d'
A$ociation For Demosalic tughls, AFDI, Punjab
Associalion lor L\e Prorection ofDemocraric Rishls, APDR, west Bengal
Comittee fo! Civil Libedi6 d Democ@tic &9h6, CCLD& Coa
Cominee for fie Probction ofDenocdic RighB, CPD\ Bombay
Lol$ahi llal} S ghateq L[S, Bombay
M@b Adhiks Sesram sdill MASS, Asam
Orsdisalion for fne Prct clion oa Democialio tushls, OPDR, Andhra r6d6h ud Kerata
Peoples Righh Orcuisation, PRO, Delni
leople's Unio for Civil Libeni6, IUCL, Narional, Tamil Nadu, Gqeal od Deltn
?eopl€! Union for Denocraric Rielh, ?UDr, Delhi


